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ews and Gossip
of the Stage in
the Early Season

Don't Blame the Poor Mana-
He Is Doing the

Best He Can.
/ s

/YT was a fellow manager who
strangely enough lald his hand
gently on the arm of the critic

who was just in the first words of his|

opinion that a manager of reputation
ought to be blankety-blank ashame of
himself to ask people In to witness
such a plece of cheese as thls play,

&ec., and said:

"Don't shoot at the plano player,” as
the sign read in the Western ploture
theatre, “he's doing his best. Don't
blame the poor manager, He doesn't
like a play llke that any more than
you do, But he's in the business, Ha
cannot shut up shop just beeause there

are not the plays to be had which he|

thinks will be of profit and credlt to
him. He must take what the market
offers.

®And, belleve me, It offera preclous lit-
tle this year, Managers, including my-
self, have been amazed at the char-
mcter of the scripts that have come
to us. And they are not by unknown
men. They bear the names of dramatists
of roputation. ‘They don't come only
from poplls of this Emglish 47 or what-
ever It Is called, although these are nu-
merous enough, nor from asplring un-
knowns, They come from writers well
known here or abroad, or both, Nobedy
can explain what has come over the play-
wrights, but they nre a problem this
season. And don't blame the poor man-
ager. He is doing the best he can. He
would always rather have a good play
any day than a bad one. But he must
take what he can ga.”

Little Theatres' Featival,

The man who vsed to think It amusing
to say that a little theatre did not mean
& small playhouse but a state of mind
ought to be in Detrolt this month. Sam
Hume will direct there a dramatic festi-
wal to continue for six weeks, which will
employ more than one hundred pupils of
public and music schools, n company of
actors and the Detrolt Symphony Orches-
tra, Among the plays to be acted are
‘Wilde's ““The Importance of Being Ear-
nest,” Bernard Shaw's “Pygmalion” and
Bugene O'Nelll's “Beyond the Horlzon"
‘With the choruz and orchestra there will
be “The Merry Wives of Windsor' Wlth

“Fanny Herself”
First of Year of
Films at Central

Tom Moore, Douglas MacLean
and Ethel Clayton in Other
Photo Plays.

The Central Theatre opens for a year
of Univeraal pletures to-day with
|th presentation of "No Woman Knowe."”

he wsereen version of Edna Ferber's
noval, “Fanny Herself." This Univers=al-
Jewel production, which features Mabel
| Jullenne Scott as Fanny, was directed
| by Tod Browning and took over eight
imonlha to complete. The story tells of
the struggle of Molly Brandeis to wrest
i Uving In the small Wisconsin town of

Winnebago from EBErandeis’s Bazanr for
herself and her two children, Fanny and
Theodore, Shaublits, a great muslclan,
pronounces Theodore a genlus on the
violin and Fasuny and the mother serimp
to the bone that he may be educated In
Vienna,

Tau cast includes Grace Maryvin, Max
Davidson, E. A, Warren, Diek Cummings,
Snita Edwards and Joe Swickward.

on

Tom Moore brings his magnetic per-
sonality to the Capitol screen this week
In & Goldwyn production, called “Beat-
ing the Gaome The story is by
Charles A. Kenyon, and la directed by
Victor Schertzinger. Moore taokes the
role of a dashing and promising young
crook who ls Induced by what he sup-
poses to be a “master mind" of the
underworld to “go stralght" for a cer-
tain perlod of time, The cast includes
Huazel Dale, De Witt Jennings, Nick Cos-
ley, Tom Ricketts and Lydia Knott, The
Incldental films include a Pathe color
review of “The CUIf Roads of Switzer-
land,” “Babyhood,” from the Lyman H.
Howe Film Library, and "“Bessie, the
Adventuress,” the autoblography of o
swoet young orang-outang, who accom-
panied Martin Johnson on his “Jungle
Adventures."

Douglas MacLean in “Passing Thru,*
a Thomas H. Ince comedy production
for Paramount, will be the principal
screen attraction at the Rialto. Madge
Bellamy, who has the leading feminine
role in the production, is a new dis-
covery by Ince. Otheis in the cast are
Willls Robards, Edithe Yorke, Otto
Hoffman and Cameron Coffey. Ths
story was written by Agnes Christine
Johnston and directad by William A,
Selter., The scenario {8 by Joseph

musie selected from the operas on
same subject by Verdi and Nicolal. 'l'u
Maeterlinck's “Pelleas and Melisande” |
the musle of Gabriel Faure will be used
instead of the score of Debussy, “A/
Midsummer Night's Dream” will have |
#he Mendelasohn accompaniment. Irving |
Pichel will assist Mr., Hume, and there
will be & company of actors more or less
identified with Littla Theatre activitles
over the country.

Plays and Famous Players.

The system of dress rehearsals for a
farge audience has had another and
maybe a body blow. On account of the
many plays glven two weeks ago on
Monday, C. B. Dilllngham invited a few
hundred persons to witness “The Scarlet
Man” at the Henry Miller Theatre. It
pleased the first hearers great!y, but sub-
sequent gotherings were bored. Mr,
Dillingham never hesitates once he has
had an Intimation of publie opinion. SBo
the play clesed its run last night. And
the fault will, dollars to doughnuts, be
lald at the door of the dross rehearsal
for the public,

Work of Rising Dramatist.

In spite of sll reports to the con-
trary, Willlam Glllette, who has not
been scen since “Dear Hrutus,” has not
finlshed a play In which he Is to re-
turn to the stage this year. Mr. Gil-
Jette Ix at present at work on such a
pleee birt no definite arrangements for
its production have been made beyond
the return of the author-actor to the
management of Charles Frohman, Ine.

Guaranteed to Lanst.

Anybody who thought that Denman
Thompson's famous “The 0ld Home-
stead” had been put into dry dock or
lived on only in cellulold was altogether
wrong as to the Jast days of an
Amerlean siage classic. The play |is
now touring the smaller towna of thls
Stats with great success and will gover
the whaole country before |t season
closes In the spring. The original Ol4
Homestead Quartet nnd Swansey Band
are still to be heard in the perform-
ance.

They Have Stuclk Together,

Miller and Lyles, who are not only
the chief comedians of “ShuMe Along,"
which Is still after four months popu-
lar at the Sixty-third street Music Hall,
but alse wrote the book, have
team ever since they wore students to-
gether nt the Fiske Instftute. They ap-
peared at first In the college shows and
grew #o proficlent In amusing thelr
comraden that it seemed Inevitable they
should keep up the same work profes-
‘slonally although they had entered
Flaks with widely Aifferent ldeas They
stuck at first to the small varlety the-
atree of the South, and when they were
{mportant enough formed a negro stock
enmpany In Memphis. This organiza-
tlon lasted for four years, which is suf-
fislent evidence of its success.

But Miller and Lyles by this time
falt the need of a wider fleld. They
were nble to get engagements over a
routn that even brought them to New
York. They soon became a popular
tanm on the programmes of the old Vie-
toria under Osear Hanrmersteln and
son, Wiliam. There
for n noegro musieal
to tour Canadn, =0

was a demand

they formed that and kept It allve pros- |

! perounly for several years., Then thelr
 reputations were established and in ad-
.ditlon to thelr suceess on the leading
“elveults here they played In the lead-
;Ing mnrle halla abroad before they
Jolneda Mr. Cort for “Shufe Along."

Comeback Not So Easy Now.

Managers who used t~ make a fall-
‘mre, with two or thra. ér perhaps more
 fafluren In succession, wers never re-
garded ns ohjectn of sympathy becnuse
"t war known they conld always make
thelr losses back and possibly much more
onen they found a successful play. In
other words, the old bellef used to be
that a mingle success wiped out A succes-
aton of fllvvera,

“But the conditions have changed,”
ene of the local manacers tnld the ra-
porter of 'I‘rtr Nrw Yonx Hmrarp the

other day. “The margin of profit i= too
amall now for any producer to male up
his losses an he llﬂmt to In the past. It
wan for that reason that one af the most
prosporous of the ble producers the other
dny ealled off a play that had already
been announced, He dld not fesl alto-
gether confident that It would turn out
all right.  He knew |t would cont a ot of
money, And he knew, moreover, that
; $ha chances of making zaod on the next
piay In onse this one falled, were not
what they uped to be, 8o he declded not
to take the risk.

“It is Just that certalnty that the
money cannot be earned now as It used
tn ba that la limiting preduction all
around, The coat of produetion haw

'.'ltolll!leﬂ o high that the margin of
Cprofit Is small, There 8 not enough
Tehangs now to make up the losses on
the other and less fortunate prwmuunu
that there used to be”

heen a |

.

Franklin Poland. It is & humerous
tale of a young bank clerk whoss will-
Ingness to obllge and to assume the
troubles of others involves him In seri-
ous difflcultice. Charles Chaplin In
“The Vagabond," one of the early Chap-
!Inz. will be the comedy. Another num-
ber on the film programme will be n
geonfe,  “Serenade,” an R. A. Walsh
production, featuring Miriam Cooper and
Ceorge Walash, will be presented at

the Strand, It (= a photoplay of
old Spaln, adapted from “Maria del
Carmen,” Felln ¥ Codina’s European

Miss Cooper plays the
role of Maria del Carmen, n Spanish
senorita of the langorous, Iimpulsive
type. She I loved by Pancho, son of
the Governor of Magdalena, who woos
her in the customary manner by sere-
nading her with his gultar.,

The film programme will aleo include
a new comedy and a Prizsma scenle
called “Marimba Land."

stnge succeas,

Ethel Clayton In “Beyond,” o Willlam
D. Taylor production for Paramount of
an original screen story written by

H;gh Lights and

Shadows on News
of Film Studios|

New Invention Makes Realis-|

tic Backgrounds Easy to Get;
Camera as Crime Detector.

By FRANK VREELAND.

UCH comment has been lav-
ished on the eluborate and
impressive mounting of Doug-

las Falrbanks's plcture at the Lyrie,
“The Three Musketeers,” for the sets
are so realisticand striking that wateh-
Ing them is as good as taking a rub”
berneck tour in seventeenth century
France, under exclting auspices, Some
of the sets actually cost a painful lot
of money, But others, seemingly just
as pretentious, had their cost cut down
s0 that Doug would not feel it would
have been cheaper to buy up Paris out-
right. This was accomplished through
an ingenlous arrangement, which would
make it appear that King Solomon, in
tossing off that bon mot about “nothing
new,"” wasn't thinking of the movles,

The new method, word of which is
Just being passed around, is the in-
vention of an artist named Martin,
whose brush would appear to be as
woniderful as nature, According to his
system the stage carpenters and
seenic Michnelangelos build the set for
a scene Just a little higher than the
actors' heads, but no higher, leaving
the background to be chastely aderned
by telegraph poles and chimneys If
Providence has so ordained.

When the scene iz photegraphed the
top half of the pleture s blocked out by
a cover over the lens, and only the lower
half iz taken, where the fAghting and
klssing and general cutting up take
place. Then a reallstle background,
painted in correct perspective on a small
plece of eardboard by the brush of Mr.
Martin, i& held up before the upper
half of the lens, the lower half Is
blocked off, and the film with the action
already snapped on it s run through the
camera again, pleking Ita background
=0 to speak, out of the alr, SBo photc
graphic iz the draughtsmanship of ths
artist, as evidenced in *“The Three
Musketeers,” and s=o neatly does the
palnted sctting join on to the solld that
even the oldest inhabitant of Paris
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Music Season to
Open With Festival
at Worcester, Mass.

Many Noted Singers and
Choruas of 850 Voices to
Take Part.

The season of important music, which
soon will be assuming concrete form,
is to be amccelerated toward a veritable
flood of opern and concerts by the sixty-
third annual festival at Worcester,
Mass., opening October 3, In Mechanlcs®
Haull In tnat <ity, and continuing untll
the night of Cctober 7. Nelson P. Cof-
fin wlil be festival conductor, Rene Pol-
lain, assistant conductor of the New

York Symphony Orchestra, will act as
associate conductor, succeeding Thad-
deus Rieh., The slngers engaged are
Miess Rosa Ponselle, Misa Estelle Lieb-
ling, Misa Ottilie Schillig and Miss Grace
Kerns, sopranos; Goeorge Mender and
Judson House, tenors; Arthur Middle-
ton, Fred Patton, Charles R, Gallagher
and Harold Land, basseg and barytones,

The chornl works to be glven are “The
Pligrim's Progress,” by Edgar Stillman
Kelley, and “The Damnation of Faust,"
by Berlloz. There wlll be five con-
certs. At the firet, Wednesday evening,
October 5, “The Damnation of Faust”
will be presented. On the afternoon of
October 6 there will be a symphony con-
cert, with Miss Liebling, and In the
evening “The Pligrim's Progress” will
be glven. Miss Schillly will he soloist
at the symphony concert on the after-
noon of October 7, and that evening the
“Artlets' Concert’” will be held. The
salnists will be Miss Ponselle and Mr.
AMiddleton,

The festlval chorus of 350 volces Ia
consldered one of the finest choral
bodies In the country. There will also
be a chorus of schaol children wunder
the dfrection of Charles I, Rles, Owing
to conflicting dates the Phlladelphia Or-
chestra, which has been one of the chief
assets In recent festivals, will be unable
to appear this year. The management
has engaged sixty of the leading musi-
clans from the New York Symphony
Orchestra,

Edwin Franko Goldman, who has just
finished another successful season of
summer nlight coneerts at Columbla
University, has recelved an Invitation te
be the guest conductor at Symphony
Hall, Detroit, on September 9, the clos-
Ing night of a week of festival coneerta,
The annual indoor concert of the Gold-

—

man band Is to take place at the New
York Hippodrome on Sunday evening,
November 13,

Among the supporters of the Goldman
conceris at Columbla this summer were
Mra. Helen Hartley Jenkine, Mrs, Dans«
lel  Guggenhelm. Murry Guggenhelm,
Mrs. William C. Power, Mrs. E. Henry
Harriman, Plilip Berolghelmer, Mrs.
Slmon  Frankel, Mascellus Hartley
Dodge, Mra, Clarence Millhiser, Mra.
M. R, Hambur, Fellx Warburg, Fred-
erlc R.. Coudert, Thomas F. Ryan and
John D, Rockefeller, Jr.

“Carmen'” to Open Season.

“Carmen” |s to be sung at the opening
perfor of the in the Man-
hattan Opera House of the SBan Carlo
Grand Opera Company on September
26, under the direction of Fortuno Gallo.
Mme, Gaetano Tommasinl will be the
Don Jose. The soprano role of Micacle
will be sung by Miss Josephine Lucchese,
an American by birth, or by Miss Made-
leine Keltie, Joseph Royer, a French
Canadian barytone, will be the Esca-
millo, Pletro de Blasi the Zusige and
Natale Cervl the Dancwiro. UGaetano
Merola will condoct.

Mr, Gallo's season will be a month In
length. Henry Hadley widll be ona of
the guest conductors, aml among his
ulngers wll be Mme, Marle Rappold, Miss
Anna Fitzlu, Miss Blanca Saroya, Miss
Sofia Charlebols, Henrl Scott and Miss
Nina Frasconl

Engages Ralne as Teacher,

Dr. Frank Damrosch, director of the
Institute of Muslcal Art, has e
Leon Rains as teacher of singing and
dramatic art. Mr. Ralns was born In
New York In 1870 and made his first
public appearance as & boy soprano with
lLawrence Harrett In “Francesca da
Rimin!” during the scasion of 1882-83,
and later was heard In many cities of
the TUnited States in arins and songs
orlginally written for the colorature so-
prano. His volce having: developed into
a basso profundo, he was accorded a
free #cholarshlp at the Natlonal Conser-
vatory of Music in Amerkea. In 1896
he left for Parls to prepana for opera.
During the following spring while sing-
ing in London he was heard by Walter
Damrosch, then at the head of an opera
company in America, and was engnged
by Mr. Damrosch and song hers two
years, In 1890 he signed a:contract with
the Dresden Opera, and was heard
opera and concert In almest every clty
in Europe.

Mrs. Clara Clemens Gabrilowitch,
now abroad, will return next month to
propare for her concert stason here.

Miss Ruann Bogislav, an American
singer now in London, will completa
her foreign engagements early in Sep~-
tember and sall for New ¥York.

Miss Ethel Newcomb, Arperican plan-
Iste, will return to New Tork next
month to edit the proofs of her new
book on Leschetlzky, which is 1o De
published soon.

would be decelved. As Omar Khayyam
put it In one of his noted epeeches, a
halr—a eamel's hair, in this case—di-

AMUSEMENTS, 'i

AMUSEMENTS.

\ AMUSEMENTS.

| AMUSEMENTS.

| AMUSEMENTS.

vides the false from true.

Obviously In scenes taken at an angle,
like those around the gates of Parls,
such a method eannot be employed, for
the shadows alone would gum up the
works. But in exteriors with a flat
bhnckground, such as the water gate to
the royal palace and the harbor nat
Calals, thls arrangement can be used
with stisfaction to all concerned, In-
eluding the bank account. So now you
know.

This new varlation of double exposure
has been kept n close secrit out West,
and so far as ls known the Frirbanks
pleture ls the firet In which It has been
used ta produce “million dollar settinga™
ut rearonable rotes. But with lts cheap-
ness;, quickness and convenlence ita
adoption Ia lkely to become prevalent—
unless the scene painters’ unlon decldes
something ought to be done.

The camera rtevehls the truth, even
in the movies. An Instance of this came

Henry Arthur Jones, Britlsh playwright |
and author, will be the feature film at-
tractlon at the Rivoll. iIn _the support-

Kirgston, Charles French, Spottlswooda
Altken and Charles Meredith. Julin
Crawford Ivers made the sereen adapta-
tlon. The story deals with the problem
of communioation Getweon the living
and the spirits of the dend, though It {8
different In theme from the purely spir-
ftualistic In that the mother In the film
appears to her daughter In dream vis-
fons. "“Brownle's Little Venus" s the
title of a comedy which has the dog
Brownle for a hero.

Douglas Fairbanks enters on his sec-
ond wrek at ralsing ructlons in “The
Three Musketeers'” at the Lyrie

“The Golem™ begina the twelfth weelk )
of Its extended engagement at the Crl-
terlon.

Another handsome motion pleture the-
atre was added to New York's nlaecs of
nmusement last evening, when the Tivoll
Theatre, nt Eighth avenus and Fiftieth
street, opened {ts doors. It Is a modern
house with a seating capacity of 3,000
| Including an attractive roof garden. It
shows a feature pleture, the latest In
| news recls and short subjects together
| with a symphony orchestra, bils of grand
opera and a Kimball organ.

—_—

Willlam Farnum's Intest screen pro-
duetion, “Perjury™ done by William
Fox, continues [ta engagement at the |

Park Thentre, entering its fourth week
this alterncon.

“Over the HIlI" will be shown at the|
Riviera. |

Music Programmes
At Picture Theatres|

The Rivoll chorux again will be lhl‘.i
feature of the musle programme this
woek., Selectlons from Von Flotow's
“Martha” will be the opening number,
with Francesca Cuce, roprane; Susan
Ida Clough, mezzo: Fred Jagel, tenor;
| Enrico Bozzi, barytone, and the Rivell
|(‘hnrun The Rivoll women's chorus,
| made up of slngers from the larger en-
| memble, will mlpmr in a second num-
|Iwr, supporting Grace Eastman and
I'au!l Oacard, danecers, In a “"Paviowa
| Gavotte,” Edoardo Albano, barytone,
will sing "1l Monumento" from “La Glo-
conda."

Henrl Scott, Metropolitan basa-bary-

Ing cast are Fontaine La Rue, Winlfred | ing another of the “Toonerville Trolley”

| York police In the detectlon of crime.

up for the inspection of historians the
other day at Betzwood, Pa., where the
| Botzwaod Flim anmny has been fllm-

comedies, thls one being “The Skipper's
Romance,” which the skipper's whis-
kers beecoma entangled with some one's
heart. The company advertised widely
for extras to form a mob to greet the
sklpper on his return home and cheer
his nerve In undertaking matrimony.

The call tore a woman named Eliza-
beth Bright clear away from her fascl
natine work In a restaurant on Market
gtrest, Philadelphla—these detalls are
thrown in to helghten the reallsm which
fa now the vegue In the movies—and
earried hgr clear up to Betzwood to
answer the Imperious summons of art
She was hired, but when Ira Lowry, the
diroctor, gave the signal for the multl-
tude to shout with joy at the skipper's
arrival she screnmed with distress—not
onused by the slght of the Toonerville
Troliey, however,

Somo one in the crowd of extras had
opened her pugse and snatched out $61,
representing a whole day’s tips In the
restanurant. But she couldn't fasten the
crlme on any one, and Betzwood's police
forem owned it was bafMed, just llke a
regular cop.

Then Ralph Spenece, who was occu-
pied in tilting and eutting the plcture
for the eompany, recails that he had
boen braced for a meal earlier In the
dny by a mendlcant who suld he had
just finlshed a stretch In the peni-
tentinry and had been even more ex-
hausted by walking ten miles tha.
morning. Spence had loaded him up on
eoffes nnd sinkers and then shooed him
along to the casting director, as he
looked llke n professional member of
any mob, Suspicion fastened on this
man, but he couldn't be found to verify
it by belng put through the third
degree.

But when the mob scene was deve-

oped and projected, there he was sure
enough, caught by the camera in the
act of operating on the woman's hand-
bag. Spence Is going to keep the bit
in the pleture us a leason to the New

Verlly the motlon r;lcmre ecompanies
ars beginning to count the pennles, for
some of them are now paying for
peenarios on the instadment plan, just
as thouzh movie atorles were planos or
other objects of art. The aspirant to
literary ncreen fams ean no jonger look
forward to getting a large lump sum
and buving a amart flivver with a
strenmiine bhody.

The paymenta for the acreen rightn,
for Instance, to “Miss Lulu Bett"
bought from RBrock Pemberion, have
been spread thin over several months, !
This method of putting nuthors on ra-
tlons, @m0 to epeak, |8 belng pursued

tone, will appear on the Strand concert
programme. He will offer his interpre-
tation of "On the Road to Mandalay,” |
Eatelle Carey, Canndian soprane, hav-
ing fully recovered from her recent ill-
neas, will also appear on the programme,

and Judson House, tenor, will remaln |
a third week,

| The bill at the Capital this week|
offers n ataging of the “Hallet of the!
Egyptians,'" by Lulgini, In which the|
prinelpnl dancers, singera and hnllr-t|

| corpa will participate. Virginia Futrelle |
will take the part of the Queen, and the
woln dancers will be Alexander Ouman-

| sky, Mlle. Gambarelll, Dorls Nilea and
Thalla Zanou, Tho list of sololsts In-
cludes the Freneh prima donna, Mile.

Rezin, who will slng the "Joewel Song”
from “Faust,” and the barytone, Erfk
Bye, The Capltol mixed quartet will

wing “Jimmy Valentine™ ns n prelede to
the femture picture and will supply the
accompanying musle to the Ineldental
fllms.

The programme at the Rialte will
have the chorus as Its princlpal featore,
with a solo dance and thres extra solo
voenl numbers, Carl Rolline, barytone,
and Miss Mary Berne, soprano, will be

ong the singeri

| ties and $300 more In Alx months—If the

luull manners.

even with big writers who can even |
| sell mtories they wrote In thelr youth
| to film ecompanles, One weoll known
fiim dromatist, who writes storles for
various leading magasines, has lately
| heen getting $300 down for movie royal-

| company doesn't go bust.

The filming f-! the final part of “The
Two Orphane” which D. W, Griffith
has been running through a camera at)
his Mamaroneck studlo, has been hultl
up by the natural retloence of the sum- |
mer to shed any snow. The climacteric
portlon of the fameus oM thriller outslde |
Motre Dame requires snow, and Griffith
refuses to balleve that anything but |
authentle snow can po stradght to the |
hearts of an audlence, He han bulit |
a ropllea of the grent cathedrnl at his|
ntudlo, but not even his movie magle
enn reprodues real snow, 8o the "llhum.:
Ing” of thoso scenes han heen delayed
untll a more sultable working arrange-
ment ean be made with Boreas,

The roleass date for Charlle Chaplin's
newest plotura “The 1dls Clasa™ has been
wot for Ostober 3 by First National, and
the Strand the Inst week this month
will probably glve Its patrons an oppor-|
tunity to enjoy Charlle with hla dress
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